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A word from our National President
ATena koutou katoa,
It is alway exciting to see the change in season and the greatness of our natural
surrounding. Welcome Koanga Manuru/Spring. As I watch flowers and plants
blossom, I think of all the babies and their whanau who blossom from the service we
provide and also working collaboratively with others.
As we all know winter is our busiest time of the year, and hardest for many families in
Aotearoa. Thank you to all our branches for their aroha and vision for Aotearoa
Families. I continue to pray, that all mothers and caregivers actual and potential be
granted health, serenity and protection.
Planning for AGM is well under way, I look forward to see you there Saturday 10-11
November, Airport Gateway Motel Christchurch.
September is a big month as New Zealand celebrates 125 years of Suffrage, I
encourage our branches to acknowledge this and join your local celebrations.
Heio anō tāku mō nāianei,
Me te aroha,
Siniva J Isaia
National President

Fathers Day - Single Dads
BY SHELLEY KNOWLES
According to Father and Child.org.nz, Solo Dads are on the rise with more than 20000 Dads who
raise their children mostly on their own. With 17% of single-parent households are headed by
males. With children under 10, this figure is around 10%
When asked what would help the most – top of the list (not counting money or employment) was
‘someone to talk to’, which almost always scored a ‘10’ for potential helpfulness on a scale from
one to ten. But just about anything would do: Parenting courses, drop-in centres, a newsletter,
meeting other solo dads and even ‘support groups’ were all given the thumbs up. Advocacy and
legal help, while still important, ranked below any help with coping with the day-to-day job of
raising little ones.
Many of these men felt isolated, so just having someone to talk to and acknowledge them made a
substantial difference to their lives. The fathers support needs are no different from the mothers,
this is where the support of Pregnancy help shines. I know that within all our branches we listen
and support everyone that walks in our doors. This is shown by our feedback systems and I am
proud to work for such an amazing Not for Profit with amazing volunteers and staff. If you know
of any single fathers out there who seem isolated encourage them to be in contact, we always
here with a listening ear.

Things to attend to
NE Nominations 2017-2018
Is there someone that you know who would enjoy sharing their skills for
the work of the National Executive and being part of a small dynamic
team?
If so encourage them to be nominated at this year's AGM! Share this
within your community.
National Seminar Registrations
Are due 1 October 2018. Please forward Registration Forms and travel
arrangement details by this date.
AGM Preparation
Remits
If your branch is planning a remit for the AGM this year and you require
assistance with preparation or wording then the NE would be happy to
help you, please let us know.
All remits must be received no later than the 1st September 2018. If you
have a remit but haven't sent one in, then talk to the National
Coordinator.
Branch Presidents Reports
Remember to forward your branch president report via email or post to
National Office by 1 September 2018. Please contact the national
coordinator if you are having issues with this.

